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Reflections on Distance Learning  

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

We have embraced many challenges in the last few weeks. The swiftness of the school closure left 

us fighting to gain a sense of normality. We’ve had to change and adapt and, like any change, some 

have found the transition more difficult than others. Be assured that this is common and everyone 

needs to make adjustments at their own pace. 

As a school community we have responded with creativity, moving to distance learning and keeping 

channels of communication open. Each year group was surveyed on distance learning and I have 

also been gathering the experiences of our teachers on this new way of working. In collating the 

feedback a few areas emerged: 

 Overall the support was positively received by students and positively embraced by 

teachers. Most students have access to a device for distance learning but unpredictable 

broadband is the main problem for sending, receiving and returning work. 

 I have advised teachers to try to keep correspondence to school hours and I would ask 

students to do the same. However, some situations are different and, if so, then I’ve asked 

the teachers let classes know directly their ‘available’ times, times that they may respond or 

times that they may post work.  

 Some students are not engaging in the distance learning and as parents/guardians you are 

best placed to know the reason why. Like always, if there is an issue with engagement in 

learning please contact me if we can help. It may be IT support, emotional support or other 

support so please be aware that the school support team is active and responsive to these 

situations. 

 The amount of work and timing of requirements is always an issue in school or in distance 
learning. Some students have expressed that they’ve been overwhelmed with work, others 
are looking for more work and some expect instant responses for teachers. I’ve asked 
teachers to keep a balance of work going for their subject, mindful of the other subject load 
on students. Some of this will be written work, some reading or revision and some longer-
term project work. I wish to remind students that it’s not possible to expect a teacher to be 
in ‘correction mode’ all the time – responding instantly to returned work. Feedback is 
normally given back generally in class with opportunities for self-assessment or peer 
assessment so the timescale for feedback will now be different.  

 There has been a lot of positivity from students about being able to access information and 
get support online. Teachers have also reported encouraging engagement with students. 
Both students and teachers have had to learn how to effectively use platforms like Google 
Classroom/Schoolwise/Edmodo and we are extremely happy with the progression made in 
this aspect of IT. Initially there may have been a swarm of information and links offered but 
that was in the ‘direct response’ stage and getting information together and disseminated 
was important. It is hoped that more direct, focused information will now be shared as 



everyone becomes more comfortable with distance learning. Information will also be shared 
to ensure that students are more familiar with aspects like individual feedback – rather than 
the whole class seeing it.  

  The use of videos for explanations was helpful for some students but, due to broadband 
speed, this is not an option for all classes. Similarly, the prospect of ‘Live’ classes via an app 
like Zoom is not possible as a whole school approach – we had been looking at the 
possibility of doing some classes from the school to help avoid broadband issues but access 
to the school is not possible under current restrictions. Some students also expressed 
concern about not being able to connect due to broadband issues. 

 In relation to the State Examinations you will most likely hear of any changes as soon as I 
will as announcements are usually made publicly without any advance notice to school 
principals or Boards of Management. We need to maintain the focus on the examinations 
and please be assured that any changes made to the structure, timing or grading of 
examinations will always have the students in mind and will be applied equally across the 
entire country. The latest advice from the Department of Education (2nd April 2020) is as 
follows: ‘Further guidance will issue in the coming weeks from the State Examinations 
Commission based on advice from health officials. However, it is critical that teachers 
continue to prepare their students for the state examinations, using the most effective tools 
and resources available to them, in line with guidance already provided. The DES 
acknowledges that the uncertainty involved is challenging for teachers, students and their 
parents and guardians. Every effort is being made at all levels to assist these students to 
continue to progress and be in a state of readiness for the examinations.’  

 There were queries about the Easter holidays. There is a need for a break at this time and 
I’ve asked teachers not to send work during the Easter holiday period. I feel that this will 
give everyone an opportunity to take stock of work done and refresh for future challenges.  

 

We have made great strides and tremendous work has been done. It’s a strange time and the 
engagement of students in their work and the support of parents is much appreciated. Looking 
after your health and wellbeing and supporting those most vulnerable are most important at this 
time. By now you may have a more established routine and it’s important to enjoy family time, stay 
socially distanced connected with friends and remain positive. Enjoy exercise, help out at home and 
do even one of those things that you said that you’d do if you ever had time.   
 
Be prepared that we still have a distance to travel. Maintain your hope and keep building the 
resilience. Be mindful of maintaining effort - in a sporting analogy we are always aware of the team 
that is on fire during the league but is burnt to a damp squib by the time championship comes 
around. Take time during Easter to refresh and reinvigorate.  
 
We have embraced change and we look forward to returning to school whenever that’s possible. 
We always find light and I recall a line from Seamus Heaney ‘Believe that further shore is reachable 
from here.’ 

Take care and stay safe. 
Yours faithfully, 

 
John Michael Porter 

Principal 


